
KEELER TOWNSHIP

VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE CLERK

64121 TERRITORIAL RD. W.

HARTFORD, MI  49057

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 6, 2022

The Keeler Township regular monthly meeting was called to order by Supervisor, Don 

Blackmond at 

7:30 p.m.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Roll call of members present:  Supervisor Don Blackmond, Clerk Carl Davis, Treasurer Sharon 

Clupper, Trustee Jerry Morin, and Trustee Matthew Sexton.  All five members present.

Approval of agenda:  Motion by Morin, seconded by Sexton to approve the agenda as 

presented.  

Motion Passed.

Public comment:  At 7:31 p.m. the Supervisor opened the public comment time.  No comments 

were presented.  Supervisor closed the public comment time at 7:32 p.m.

Approve minutes:  Motion by Morin, seconded by Clupper to approve the minutes of November 

1, 2022.

Motion Passed.

Guest of the Board:

Rick Boze, Van Buren County Road Commissioner gave a report on what the road commission 

activities were, and then he was open to questions.

Mike Chappell, Van Buren County Commissioner gave a report of what the county 

commissioners activities were, and then he was open to questions.  He did say that this was his 

last meeting to attend as the district that he will be in has changed.  The Supervisor and the rest 

of the township board thanked Mike for time that he served as our county commissioner, and 

then he introduced Tina Leary who will be our county commissioner starting January 1, 2023.

Building Committee report:  

  Jerry Morin submitted draw #7 payment to Hall Builders for approval.  Motion by Morin 

seconded by Sexton, to pay Hall Builders an amount of $68,553.60.  Roll call vote showed 

Morin, Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, and Davis all in favor of the motion.  Motion Passed.  

Tentative plan is to have open house at 6:00 p.m. on January 3, 2023 at the new township hall.

Building Inspector report:  Scott Saunders was not present.

Fire & Ambulance reports:

Sister Lake Fire Department had a total of thirteen calls with four in Keeler Township.  They 



consisted of an oven fire, power line down, assist EMS cardiac arrest and communications line 

down.

Keeler Township Fire & Rescue had ten first responder calls and six fire calls.  They consisted of 

one fire alarm, one assist to Hartford Fire Dept., one assist to Sister Lakes Fire Dept., two 

powerlines down, and one woods/vehicle fire.  They had training for search and rescue 

firefighter down and medical training continued education.

Pride Care Ambulance report:  For the month of November, 2022 there were seven priority one 

calls with an average response time of 11:07 minutes.  There were two priority two call with an 

average response time of 12:38 minutes.  There was one priority three call with a response time 

of 19:00 minutes.  A total of ten calls with an average response time of 12:13 minutes.

Treasurer’s report and motion to pay bills & claims:  The ending balance in the general fund was 

$264,476.22.  The Treasurer’s report will stand as read.  Motion by Morin, seconded by Sexton 

to pay all bills as audited.  Roll call vote showed Morin, Sexton, Davis, Blackmond, and Clupper 

all in favor of the motion.  Motion Passed.

Sheriff’s Deputy report:  Report given by Deputy Andrew Galer, he reported on township 

activities.

Zoning Administrator report:  Allyn Anthony was not present.

Trustee Jerry Morin, Planning Commission report:  Jerry said the planning commission meeting 

will be held Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.  Jerry presented a resolution from 

Williams-Works asserting the township board’s right to adopt the township master plan.  After 

discussion a motion by Morin, seconded by Blackmond to approve resolution #12-06-2022.  Roll 

call vote showed Morin, Blackmond, Clupper, Sexton, and Davis all in favor of the 

motion/resolution.  Resolution Passed.

Trustee Jerry Morin said the planning commission will be reviewing the report for the master 

plan at their December 13, 2022 meeting.

Trustee Matthew Sexton, Zoning Board of Appeals report:  No meeting held.

Legal update:

•  Lake Court-settled, pending re-platting, Case Conference held on 12/5/2022 

discovered that the Michigan Attorney General needed to be part of the lawsuit so 

it will be reviewed and a scheduled meeting set for 1/9/2022 at 1:30 p.m. by zoom 

with the county judge.

Old business:

• Township Property-Inventory & Maintenance Policy-counsel follow up questions 

still remain.

• Lakeshore Drive drainage issue-VBCRC maintains drain, expense is with the 

township or local property owners or both if work needs or wants to be done.

i)  Victory to West – on hold 

ii)  66555 Lakeshore drain-Road Commission is determining options

• ARPA Funding and Project Use-waiting for Van Buren County information

• Maple Street & West Oak Street Road Commission issues – SAD would be an 



alternative

New Business:

• Millages – renewal  as they expire with the 2022 tax collections.

after discussion it was proposed to renew the Police Millage, Road Millage, and 

Operating Millage.  Motion by Blackmond, seconded by Sexton to ask for renewal 

millages for the Police, Road, & Operating for the terms 2023 thru 2026.  Roll call 

vote showed Blackmond, Sexton, Clupper, Morin, and Davis all in favor of the 

motion.  Township Clerk will get the information and bring back to the board.

• 2023 Road project planning

         i)  Chip/Fog Seal 95th, 80th, & 60th

 ii)  Ditching

       iii)  Other

  

Public comment:

At 8:55 Supervisor opened for public comment time.  Three people made comments.  

Supervisor closed the public comment time at 9:00 p.m.

Correspondence:

Township Clerk said the copy machine is ready to be installed.  Jerry said it would be best to 

wait until the floor tile has been sealed and furniture is delivered.  The furniture will be 

delivered  the last week in December, so that would be a good time to have the copy machine 

delivered.

Motion to Adjourn:  Motion by Morin, seconded by Sexton to adjourn.  Motion Passed.  

Township meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.

Submitted by,

Carl F. Davis, Keeler Township Clerk

December 6, 2022  

KEELER TOWNSHIP

VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Resolution No. 12-06-2022

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Keeler held on  

December 6, 2022, at the Keeler Township Hall, the following Resolution was 

offered for adoption by Trustee Jerry Morin and was seconded by Supervisor Don 

Blackmond:



• • • • 

• • • • A RESOLUTION ASSERTING THE TOWNSHIP 

BOARD’S RIGHT TO ADOPT THE TOWNSHIP 

MASTER PLAN

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3801 et seq.

(“MPEA”) authorizes the Planning Commission to prepare a Master Plan for the use, 

development and preservation of all lands in the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Keeler Township Planning Commission is undertaking an effort 

to evaluate and update the Township’s Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3842, requires the 

Township Board to authorize distribution of the Master Plan to the notice group entities 

identified in the MPEA; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3843, provides the 

Township Board with the option to assert their right to adopt the Master Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that Pursuant to MCL 

125.3843, the 

Township Board hereby asserts its right and intention to adopt a new Master Plan

YEAS:     Jerry Morin, Don Blackmond, Sharon Clupper, Matthew Sexton, & Carl Davis

NAYS:    None

ABSENT/ABSTAIN:  None

RESOLUTION NO. 12-06-2022 DECLARED ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the 

Township Board of Keeler Township at the time, date, and place specified above pursuant 



to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,

Date:   December 6, 2022 signed by:  Carl F. Davis
      Keeler Township Clerk

  


