
KEELER TOWNSHIP
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE CLERK
 64151 TERRITORIAL RD. W. 

HARTFORD, MI 49057

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 7, 2023

The Keeler Township regular monthly meeting was called to order by Supervisor, Don 
Blackmond at 7:30 p.m.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Roll call of members present: Supervisor Don Blackmond, Treasurer Sharon Clupper, 
Trustee Jerry Morin, and Trustee Matthew Sexton. Four members were present. Clerk 
Carl Davis was absent for medical reasons. 

Temporary Recording Secretary: Supervisor Don Blackmond noted that Keeler 
Township Clerk Carl Davis would be unavailable for possibly the next 6-8 weeks for 
rehabilitation for a medical issue. Therefore, the Planning Commission and Zoning 
Board of Appeals Recording Secretary Angie Sexton has agreed to take on the role of 
Recording Secretary for the Keeler Township Board. Motion by Blackmond, seconded 
by Jerry Morin. Roll call vote showed Sexton, Blackmond, Morin, Clupper all in favor of 
the motion. Motion Passed.

Temporary Township Clerk: Supervisor Don Blackmond noted that a temporary Keeler 
Township Clerk would need to be placed due to Clerk Carl Davis’ extended absence and 
the Deputy Clerks’ inability to fulfill the required duties. Supervisor Blackmond provided 
a resolution to appoint Angie Sexton as Temporary Keeler Township Clerk. Motion by 
Blackmond, seconded by Jerry Morin. Roll call vote showed Sexton, Blackmond, Morin, 
Clupper all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed. Angie Sexton was sworn in as 
Temporary Keeler Township Clerk.

Approval of agenda: Motion by Sexton, seconded by Morin to approve the agenda as 
presented.
Motion Passed.

Public comment: At 7:37 p.m. the Supervisor opened the public comment time. One 
person made a comment. Supervisor closed the public comment time at 7:38 p.m.

Approve minutes: Motion by Morin, seconded by Blackmond to approve the minutes of 
January 3, 2023.
Motion Passed.

Approve minutes: Motion by Matt Sexton, seconded by Blackmond to approve the 
Special Meeting minutes of January 14, 2023. Motion Passed.

Guest of the Board:
Rick Boze, Van Buren County Road Commissioner gave a report on what the road 
commission activities were, and then he was open to questions.



Tina Leary, Van Buren County Commissioner gave an update on the county 
commissioners activities and federal ARPA and ROBIN funds, she was then open to 
questions. 
Rodney Pletz was not present at the meeting but will be moved to the March board 
meeting. 

Sheriff’s Deputy report: Deputy John Horton reported on township activities.

Building Committee Report:
Jerry Morin submitted draw #9 payment to Hall Builders for approval. Motion by Morin, 
seconded by Clupper, to pay Hall Builders an amount of $90,833.90. Roll call vote 
showed Morin, M. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, and A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. 
Motion Passed.
Jerry Morin submitted receipts for a total amount of $3,209.91 and requested to be 
reimbursed for items purchased for the township hall such as shelving, mailbox, and 
various other items. Motion by Blackmond, seconded by Clupper. Roll call vote showed 
Morin, M. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, and A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion 
Passed.
Cleaning recommendation: Sharon Clupper interviewed a couple of different cleaning 
companies for cleaning estimates for the township hall. Clupper motioned to hire Maid 
To Work for the cleaning services of the township hall on a monthly basis for $125.00. 
Matthew Sexton seconded. Roll call vote showed Morin, M. Sexton, Clupper, 
Blackmond, and A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.
Floor Mat recommendation: Jerry Morin took bids for floor mats for the township hall. 
There were 2 bids for floor mat companies. Jerry Morin recommended to go with 
Domestic Uniform out of Kalamazoo. They would replace the mats on a bi-weekly basis 
for $109.54 a month and no contract were required. Motion by Morin, seconded by 
Blackmond. Roll call vote showed Morin, M. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, and A. Sexton 
all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.
Movers: Jerry contacted 2 Men and a Truck to hire for moving file boxes and other items 
from the old township hall. Motion by Morin to hire 2 Men and a Truck for the moving of 
township items not to exceed the cost of $735.00. Seconded by Matthew Sexton. Roll 
call vote showed Morin, M. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, and A. Sexton all in favor of 
the motion. Motion Passed.

Building Inspector report: Not present.

Fire & Ambulance reports:
Sister Lakes Fire Department not present. It was reported for December 2022 they had 
a total of 7 calls with 1 in Keeler Township. It was reported for January 2023 they had a 
total of 4 calls with 1 in Keeler Township for a chimney fire.

Keeler Township Fire & Rescue for the month of January had 8 first responder calls and 
3 fire related calls. They consisted of a controlled burn, assist to Sister Lakes for the 
chimney fire, and one carbon monoxide incident. Training: The department completed 
HIPAA and Blood Borne Pathogens training that is mandatory annual medical training 
for all personnel. 1610 had to have the battery and serpentine belt replaced. The hiring 
committee reviewed an application from Rich Hutchinson for membership. K.E.S.S.A 
has decided to start placing names of past fire department members on the memorial 
wall at the Michigan Fire Fighters Association in Roscommon, MI. They will place 5 
names on the wall in 2023 and add 3 past members each year going forward until they 
become current with present day. The fee is $100 per name to place a firefighter’s name 



on the memorial. Keeler Fire Department will contact living family members that are 
being added this year for their possible attendance at the ceremony. To be qualified for 
the memorial plaque, a fire fighter must have 10 years of department service or passed 
with service to Keeler Township Fire. 

Amend the meeting agenda to include the movers and the Keeler Township Fire 
Department Hiring Committee: Motion by Blackmond, seconded by Matthew Sexton. All 
were in favor and the motion Passed.
Hiring Committee: The hiring committee recommends approval for Rich Hutchinson. 
Motion by Matthew Sexton, seconded by Morin to approve Rich Hutchinson for 
membership. Roll call showed Blackmond, M. Sexton, A. Sexton, Clupper, and Morin all 
in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.

Pride Care Ambulance report: For the month of December 2022 there were six priority 
one calls with an average response time of 15:28 minutes. There were five priority two 
calls with an average response time of 14:36 minutes. A total of 11 calls with an average 
response time of 15:04 minutes. There were a couple of extended response times due 
to weather and distance. 

Treasurer’s report and motion to pay bills & claims: The ending balance in the general 
fund was $212,794.84. The Treasurer’s report will stand as read. With Clerk Carl Davis 
gone, Sharon Clupper with work with Angie Sexton to get the bills organized and paid. 

Zoning Administrator report: Allyn Anthony reported that a total of 6 zoning permits were 
issued. One was issued at the end of December that was delayed to the month of 
January. The defendant of the illegal structure on CR 690 has not complied and 
Anthony has contacted the township attorney to act. 

Trustee Jerry Morin Planning Commission Report: The Commission did reorganization 
of the board members. Mark Pajakowski was reaffirmed as the Chairman, Bill Zuhl as 
Vice-Chair, and Carmen Fleischauer as Secretary. There was also a motion to make 
appointments at the December meeting as opposed to the January meeting going forth. 

Trustee Matthew Sexton Zoning Report: The Commission did not have a meeting. 

Legal update:
Lake Court: Case Status Conference on 1/9/2023. The judge required the lawyers to 
work on getting it settled. The Michigan Attorney General stated that the Van Buren 
County Road Commission and the Depart of Natural Resources need to be added to the 
lawsuit. They are not sure how to do that, whether they must amend the existing 
complaint and be added to the lawsuit or file a separate lawsuit. they would then have to 
consolidate afterwards. The attorneys are teleconferencing with the Michigan Attorney 
General on the matter. Follow up status conference scheduled for February 14, 2023. 

Old Business: 
Township Property: Inventory & Maintenance Policy- No update from counsel on the 
submitted follow up questions. Supervisor Blackmond has a meeting set up with Mark 
Chapel from the Van Buren County Commissioners office and the Parks Board to 
discuss the lakefront access sites issues. 
Lakeshore Drive drainage issue:

i) Victory to West-still on hold. Supervisor Blackmond did speak with the Van 
Buren County Road Commission. The road commission went out to the area and 



determined that the drain was designed properly according to the standards in 
place at the time it was built and it is still constructed according to those 
standards. They have no other suggestions. The homeowner wants it to be 
revamped. Blackmond has asked the road commission to place this area on the 
2023 list of possible projects for any solutions that may fix the issue. 
ii) 66555 Lakeshore drain-Road Commission determining options, possibly 
cleaning the drain during rain or flooding. Possibly a ditch on the North side may 
help alleviate some issues. 

ARPA Funding and Project Use: Blackmond waiting for Van Buren County, on hold 
waiting for broadband approvals. Township funding is contingent on what Van Buren 
County does. County funding is contingent on what the federal government does. 

Maple Street & West Oak Street: Road Commission issues- not certified and nothing 
has happened, continue dialog with County. Dan Bishop has retired and Blackmond is 
trying to set something up with his replacement to meet at the property.

Draft Master Plan: Sharon Clupper found an error in the submitted draft. Page 40, 3rd 
bullet point down should read “The countywide millage for ambulance service was 
approved in August 2022. Keeler Township has received around $30,898.00 each 
quarter which is used to pay for services provided by Pride Care in the township. Pride 
Care is the full-time contracted ambulance service for Van Buren County and Keeler 
Township and receives about 154 calls a per year.” Motion by Blackmond to approve the 
Draft Master Plan for distribution to the notice group with the change noted. Matthew 
Sexton seconded. Roll call showed M. Sexton, Morin, Blackmond, Clupper, and A. 
Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.

New Business:
Old Township Hall- Blackmond speaking with Pride Care to try and find out their needs 
for improvements for a station.
Signage- Look at possible new signage for the fire department, ambulance, and police 
services at the old township hall. 
Board of Review: 

(i) Poverty Application & Guidelines- Motion by Blackmond, seconded by Matt 
Sexton to
approve the Poverty Application and Guidelines for property tax exemption. Roll 
call vote showed Morin, Matt Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, A. Sexton all in favor 
of the motion. Motion Passed.
(ii)Member Appointments for Board of Review- Motion by Blackmond to re-
appoint Mark Pajakowski for another term. Jerry Morin seconded. Roll call vote 
showed Morin, Matt Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, A. Sexton all in favor of the 
motion. Motion Passed. Motion by Blackmond to re-appoint Bill Kays for another 
term. Jerry Morin seconded. Roll call vote showed Morin, Matt Sexton, Clupper, 
Blackmond, A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed. Motion by 
Blackmond to re-appoint Allyn Anthony for another term. Matthew Sexton 
seconded. Roll call vote showed Morin, A. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, Matthew 
Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed. 

Planning Commission: Site Plan Review Application Fees- Zoning Administrator Allyn 
Anthony would like to increase Site Plan Review application fees from $100 to $600 to 
cover costs. Will review other fees and compare to other townships. Tabled the fee 
discussion until the March Township Board meeting.



Code Enforcement Officer-Motion by Blackmond to appoint Van Buren County Sheriff 
Deputy John Horton as the Keeler Township Code Enforcement Officer. Jerry Morin 
seconded. Roll call vote showed Morin, A. Sexton, Clupper, Blackmond, Matthew 
Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed. 

Internet sharing-old Hall: Motion by Matt Sexton to accept the bid from AV Tech 
Specialists not to exceed $3500.00 to install wireless internet and a phone extension to 
the old township hall. Seconded by Blackmond. Roll call showed M. Sexton, Morin, 
Blackmond, Clupper, and A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.

Insurance: Increased replacement cost values have raised the insurance rates. Motion 
by Morin to approve E.M.C Insurance premium quote of $27,025.00 and quote of $992 
for Cyber Solutions. Matthew Sexton seconded. Roll call showed M. Sexton, Morin, 
Blackmond, Clupper, and A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.

Budget Workshop: Motion by Blackmond to set a Special Meeting on February 18, 
2023, at 9:00 a.m. for a Budget Workshop. Jerry Morin seconded, all in favor and the 
motion carried. 

Board Fiscal Year Meeting Dates: Motion by Blackmond to set the new Fiscal Year 
dates as April 4, 2023, May 9, 2023, June 6, 2023, July 11, 2023, August 1, 2023, 
September 5, 2023, October 3, 2023, November 7, 2023, December 6, 2023, January 2, 
2024, February 6, 2024, and March 12, 2024. Angie Sexton seconded, all were in favor 
and the motion carried. 

9:11 p.m. Supervisor opened for public comment time. One person made comments. 
Supervisor closed the public comment time at 9:12 p.m.

Correspondence: Supervisor Blackmond read several email correspondences as 
requested from township resident Jennifer Mellonbeck. 

Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Morin, seconded by Matthew Sexton to adjourn. Motion 
Passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:44 p.m.

Motion to reconvene the meeting by Blackmond at 9:45 p.m.

Sister Lakes Utilities Authority: Motion by Morin to approve the Resolution for the First 
Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation for the Sister Lakes Area Utilities Authority. 
Matthew Sexton seconded. Roll call showed M. Sexton, Morin, Blackmond, Clupper, and 
A. Sexton all in favor of the motion. Motion Passed.

Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Morin, seconded by Matthew Sexton to adjourn. Motion 
Passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

Submitted by,
Angie Sexton, Keeler Township Clerk
February 14, 2022



AS ALWAYS THIS IS A DRAFT OF THE MINUTES, THEY WILL BE APPROVED AT 
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING.

KEELER TOWNSHIP
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE CLERK
 64151 TERRITORIAL RD. W. 

HARTFORD, MI 49057

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT TEMPORARY CLERK

RESOLUTION NO. 2-07-2023 (1)

KEELER TOWNSHIP, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MI

WHEREAS the KEELER TOWNSHIP board has the authority to make a temporary appointment 
to perform the duties of a disabled incumbent member of the Board; and

WHEREAS the incumbent Keeler Township Clerk is physically unable to perform the duties of the 
office of Township Clerk due to disabilities for approximately 6 to 8 weeks, or more; and

WHEREAS the Keeler Township Deputy Clerk is unable to perform the required statutory duties 
of Township Clerk during this period of disability; and

WHEREAS in accordance with MCL 41.58 a temporary appointment shall continue until the office 
filled by election or permanent appointment, or until the disability of the incumbent Township Clerk 
is removed; and

WHEREAS the Keeler Township Board finds that Angie Sexton is a suitable person to perform the 
duties of Township Clerk for Keeler Township; and is an elector of Keeler Township.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

Angie Sexton is appointed as temporary Township Clerk; and

Angie Sexton shall henceforth discharge the duties of the office of Township Clerk; and



Angie Sexton shall take the oath of office and file a bond, as may be required; and 

Angie Sexton shall discharge the duties of the office of Township Clerk until such time as until the 
disability of the incumbent is removed or the position is filled by appointment, if circumstances so 
occur as to make the position vacant; and

Angie Sexton shall be paid the same salary as that of the incumbent Township Clerk during this 
period of appointment; and the incumbent Township Clerk will continue to be paid during the 
period of his disability.

Motion by Don Blackmond, supported by Jerry Morin.

The members voted as follows:
Blackmond- Support
Clupper- Support
Morin-Support 
Sexton-Support

The Supervisor declared the motion passed and the resolution adopted.

Date: 2/7/2023 ___Sharon Clupper_____
Sharon Clupper, Treasurer

TOWNSHIP OF KEELER
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION NO: 2-07-2023 (2)

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION

FOR THE SISTER LAKES AREA UTILITIES AUTHORITY

WHEREAS P.A. 233 of 1955, codified as MCL 124.281 et seq, provides for the 
incorporation of certain municipal authorities to acquire, own, extend, improve, 
and operate sewage disposal systems, water supply systems, and solid waste 
management systems; and,

WHEREAS in September of 2000, the Townships of Keeler and Silver Creek 
incorporated the Sister Lakes Area Utilities Authority ("SLAUA") in accordance 
with PA 233 of 1955; and;

WHEREAS Section 6 of P.A. 233 of 1955, codified as MCL 124.286, allows 
amendments to be made to the Articles of Incorporation if adopted by the 
legislative body of each municipality of which the authority is composed; and,

WHEREAS Keeler Township and Silver Creek Township are the constituent 
municipal members of SLAUA; and

WHEREAS Keeler Township and Silver Township find it necessary and 



appropriate to amend the

SLAUA Articles of Incorporation to recognize a change in address and meeting 
location for the

SLAUA headquarters and offices; and

WHEREAS Keeler Township and Silver Creek Township find it necessary to 
amend the SLAUA Articles of Incorporation to more appropriately address the 
authority for the SLAUA Board to compensate its members; and,

WHEREAS Keeler Township and Keeler Township find it necessary and 
appropriate to amend the SLAUA Articles of Incorporation to eliminate the 
requirements for alternative members to be appointed to the SLAUA board; and,

WHEREAS Keeler Township and Silver Creek Township find it necessary and 
appropriate to amend the SLAUA Articles of Incorporation to streamline and 
outline timing of and the appointment process for the member municipalities to 
make appointments to the SLAUA governing board;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Silver Creek Township adopts the 
"First Amendment to Articles of Incorporation of Sister Lakes Are Utilities 
Authority", which amendments are attached hereto and which are incorporated 
by reference, in total herein.

This RESOLUTION was offered by member Morin and supported by member 
Sexton

The members voted as follows:

Yes: Don Blackmond, Jerry Morin, Matthew Sext, Sharon Clupper, Angie Sexton
No: 
Absent: 

The Supervisor declared the resolution passed.

CERTIFICATE

The undersigned Angie Sexton, the Clerk of Keeler Township, Van Buren 
County, Michigan, hereby certifies that the foregoing constitutes a true and 
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Board at a meeting held 
on February 7, 2023, and that said meeting was held in accordance with the 
Open Meetings Act, PA 267 of 1976.

Angie Sexton
Angie Sexton, Clerk
Keeler Township



Attest: Don Blackmond
Don Blackmond, Supervisor

KEELER TOWNSHIP
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE CLERK
 64151 TERRITORIAL RD. W. 

HARTFORD, MI 49057

The Keeler Township Board will meet on the following dates for the 2023 - 2024 
fiscal year. All meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. and will be held at the new Keeler 
Township Hall, 64151 Territorial Rd. W., Hartford, MI 49057.

Tuesday, January 3, 2023
Tuesday, February 7, 2023
Tuesday, March 7, 2023

New fiscal year for the Keeler Township Board
Tuesday, April 4, 2023
Tuesday, May 9, 2023, Because of Special Election on May 2, 2023
Tuesday, June 6, 2023
Tuesday, July 11, 2023, Because of the 4th of July Holiday
Tuesday, August 1, 2023



Tuesday, September 5, 2023
Tuesday, October 3, 2023
Tuesday, November 7, 2023
Tuesday, December 5, 2023
Tuesday, January 2, 2024
Tuesday, February 6, 2024
Tuesday, March 12, 2024, Due to Presidential Primary

If there are any changes it will be posted at the township hall and on the website.

Approved on February 7, 2023
This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 
of 1976, as amended, MCL 41.72a(2) and (4) and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.

The Keeler Township Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the Keeler Township Board

Posted on February 7, 2023

Angie Sexton, Keeler Township Clerk


